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better. The brothers said: " How do we know
what has happened to him ? If he really went to
Badari and wanted to return, would he have been
absent so long? It is very doubtful if he is alive
seeing the place is so far off and the way so
dangerous and so many diseases take toll of
pilgrims in those strange places." Hearing the
suggestion, Savitramma felt as if a fire was lit
within her. Even as these discussions were
proceeding her father-in-law died. When the
ceremonies were over, the partition became
inevitable. The brothers in the household effected
a partition, deciding that Seeni must be dead;
and convincing the elders who helped in the
partition that this was reasonable, gave a share of
the property to their mother and their sister-in-law
for maintenance. Savitramma went with her
mother-in-law to the house of her parents which
still belonged to her. She was then some twenty-
two years old.
Some time after this Seeni's eldest brother,
who had gone on a journey somewhere, came
back with news that Seeni's companion in the
journey to Badari had returned and had said that
Seeni died in Calcutta. Savitramma had learnt
to fear that her husband might not be alive.
That fear had now turned true. She then assumed